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unnecessary expenses and unnecessary employees were done away 
with, the total expenses of the 50th general assembly being less than 
half that of the regular sessions of the 48th and 49th general assem- 
blies, and this in spite of the fact that the house in the 49th general 
assembly had made an enviable reputation for economy. 

W. F. Dodd. 

Index to State Legislation. The Bulletin of the Public Affairs Infor- 
mation Service for September 15, 1917, is a partial Index to Legislation, 
passed in 22 states in 1917, classified by subjects. A brief summary of 
some of the more important topics is here presented: 

Constitutional Changes. Measures to submit the question of calling 
a constitutional convention were passed in Illinois, Nebraska and 
North Carolina. The California legislature submitted 10 constitu- 
tional amendments, and the South Dakota legislature submitted 11 
constitutional amendments. 

Suffrage and Elections. Acts providing for partial woman suffrage 
were passed in Indiana, Nebraska, North Dakota, Rhode Island and 
Vermont. All but the last provided for woman suffrage for presiden- 
tial electors. In Indiana and South Dakota, constitutional amend- 
ments for woman suffrage were submitted. Absent voting laws were 
enacted in nine states: Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Minnesota, Mon- 
tana, North Carolina, South Dakota, Texas and West Virginia. 

State Administration. In addition to the general consolidation of 
state departments by the Illinois civil administrative code, partial 
measures of consolidation were passed in some other states, and a num- 
ber of new state administrative agencies were created. In Kansas the 
boards of control, corrections and administration were consolidated into 
one central board of administration, empowered to employ a state 
manager. In Rhode Island a penal and charitable commission was 
established, in place of two boards of control and supply, and charities 
and correction. In Vermont a director of state institutions was pro- 
vided, to have charge of charitable and correctional institutions, in 
place of former boards; and a commissioner of industries was estab- 
lished, consolidating the functions of the industrial accident board and 
the state factory inspector. In North Carolina a consolidated board 
of directors for the three state insane asylums was established; and 
also a state board of charities, with supervision over charitable and 
penal institutions, and to appoint a commissioner of public welfare. 

Highway departments were organized or reorganized in nine states: 
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Delaware, Indiana, Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota, Oregon, South 
Dakota, Texas and Wyoming. In Nebraska a state department of 
health was established, based on the recommendations of the United 
States public health service. State police organizations were author- 
ized in New York, Rhode Island and South Dakota. Boards of nurses' 
examiners were established in North Carolina and South Dakota; and 
the licensing of optometrists was provided for in Pennsylvania and 
Wyoming. 

State Finance. Measures making some provisions towards a state 
budget were passed in Delaware, Kansas, North Carolina and South 
Dakota. In California and West Virginia constitutional amendments 
for a budget system were submitted; and in Massachusetts a legisla- 
tive investigating committee was established on this subject. In Ver- 
mont a board of control was established with supervision over all de- 
partments as to clerical expenses, finance, printing, etc. 

In three states — California, Delaware and South Dakota — proposals 
were approved for a conference to consider a definite policy for the 
separation of state and federal taxes. 

War Measures. Acts providing for state councils of defense or pub- 
lic safety commissions have been passed in California, Illinois, Mary- 
land, Minnesota, Nebraska, Pennsylvania, Texas and West Virginia. 
A number of states passed laws for the reorganization of the state mili- 
tia, so as to comply with the United States laws; and measures for a 
reserve militia or home defense force were enacted in California, Illinois, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and Texas. 

New York state has established a food supply commission, authorized 
to adopt all necessary measures to assure adequate food supply in the 
state, and to buy and distribute at cost seed for staple productions. 
California and South Dakota have created state market commissions; 
and Pennsylvania and West Virginia have organized bureaus of markets 
in the state departments of agriculture. 

Labor Legislation. Child labor laws were enacted in Delaware, Illi- 
nois, Kansas, New York, Texas and Vermont; acts regulating the hours 
of labor of women and children in Delaware, Illinois, Kansas, Massa- 
chusetts, Montana, Vermont and Wyoming; and mother's pensions 
laws in 11 states: Arizona, Delaware, Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, 
Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Vermont, West Virginia and Wyoming. 

Workmen's compensation laws were passed in California, Delaware, 
Kansas, Nebraska and South Dakota; and such laws were amended or 
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revised in Illinois, Minnesota, New York, Rhode Island, North Dakota, 
Texas, Vermont and Wyoming. 

Liquor Legislation. Prohibition laws were enacted in Arizona and 
Indiana, the latter to go into effect on April 2, 1918. Constitutional 
amendments for state prohibition were submitted in Minnesota and 
Wyoming. Restrictive laws were passed in Delaware, Georgia, Kan- 
sas, Massachusetts, Montana, Nebraska, New York, North Dakota, 
Oregon, South Dakota and West Virginia. 

Local Government. Laws authorizing the manager form of municipal 
government have been passed in Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, Penn- 
sylvania (for boroughs) and Vermont (for towns). In North Carolina 
an act providing four optional plans of municipal organization has been 
passed. In Illinois an increase in the city tax rate has been authorized, 
subject to local referenda; and in California several measures have 
been enacted providing for city planning. 

Acts authorizing the creation of special districts for particular pur- 
poses have been passed in several states: — for irrigation districts, in 
North Carolina, Oregon and Texas; for public health and sanitary 
districts in California, Illinois and Indiana. 

J. A. F. 



